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MR JOHN MEAHAN, NEW NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.55 pm]:  Last Friday night I was privileged to attend the commissioning 
ceremony of the new national president of the St Vincent de Paul Society.  It was a historic and happy occasion 
because, for the first time ever, the national president is a Western Australian.  The new president is Mr John 
Meahan.  All who know John Meahan acknowledge him as an inspirational and dedicated leader. 

John migrated to Western Australia in 1957 and in 1962 joined the society’s Corpus Christi Conference in 
Myaree.  John soon became an inaugural conference member and secretary of Hilton Park.  In 1965 he helped to 
found Our Lady Queen of Peace at Willagee.  John was first elected to the state council in 1966, on which he 
served for three decades, holding almost every executive office at the state level and culminating in his 
appointment as the WA state president between 1995 and 2000.  For the past seven years John has been the 
senior vice-president on the national council.  He has been a policy and decision maker over a wide spectrum of 
the society’s services. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society - or Vinnies, as it is affectionately known - works tirelessly for the marginalised 
and disadvantaged in our community.  This work includes not only the provision of material assistance but also 
effective advocacy on behalf of the sick, the mentally disabled, the poor and refugees.  John and his fellow 
Vincentians know that the widening poverty gap means that many challenges lie ahead for them.  I wish John 
Meahan and his team, including the new national senior vice-president, Brian Bull, the very best for the 
continued success of their valuable work.  Their efforts are in my prayers. 
 


